[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]Organization of
American States





- 2 -

November 25th 2011
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM), 
Rocío García Gaytán 

16 years after the adoption of the Convention of Belem Do Para, violence against women and girls in the Americas is today one of the biggest obstacles to sustainable human development and to the consolidation of democratic governance.

The right to a life free of violence in the public and private spheres and in all the dimensions contemplated in the Convention, today is violated by the context of insecurity and impunity affecting our societies. It is an enforceable right and a fundamental condition of the rule of law.

While laws, policies, mechanisms and programs have been adopted at the national level, feminicide and violence against women have not diminished and there is still a gap between the adoption of legislation, mechanisms and programs and their effective implementation and impact.

From the Inter-American Commission for Women (ICW) we reaffirm the commitment to intensify our work in the prevention, attention, protection and provision of services and to join efforts with all sectors and actors to put an end to this scourge and to ensure the right of women of the Americas to a life free of violence.
